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CAUSE NO. _____________________________ 
 
RAZVAN GELCA, § IN THE ______ DISTRICT COURT 
Individually and As Representative of           § 
the Estate of RODICA GELCA, Deceased §                     
          Plaintiff, § 
 § OF 
 §  
v. §                       
 § 
 § 
CANDACE CHASE § 
          Defendant. §                     LUBBOCK COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PETITION 

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT: 

 COMES NOW, RAZVAN GELCA, Individually and As Representative of the Estate of 

RODICA GELCA, Plaintiff in the above entitled cause, complaining of CANDACE CHASE, 

Defendant, and would respectfully show the Court the following:  

I. DISCOVERY 

1.01 Pursuant to Rule 190.1 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, Plaintiff intends to conduct 

discovery in this case under level 3 (Rule 190.4 Texas Rules of Civil Procedure). 

II. PARTIES 

2.01     Plaintiff Razvan Gelca is the husband of Rodica Gelca and a resident of Lubbock, Texas. 

Pursuant to TEX. CIV. PRAC. REM. CODE § 30.014, the last three digits of his driver’s license 

number are 168. 

2.02  Upon information and belief, at all times material hereto, Defendant Candace Chase is an 

individual and resident of 2910 21st St., Lubbock Texas. Defendant Chase may be served wherever 

she may be found. 
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III. JURISDICTION AND VENUE 
 

3.01 Venue is proper in Lubbock County, Texas, pursuant to TEX. CIV. PRAC. REM. CODE § 

15.002(a)(1), because it is the county in which all or a substantial part of the events/omissions 

giving rise to the cause of action occurred.  

3.02 The amount of the Plaintiff’s damages is substantial and well in excess of the jurisdictional 

minimums of this Court. Many elements of damage cannot be determined with mathematical 

precision. Furthermore, the determination of many of these elements of damage is peculiarly 

within the province of the jury. Plaintiff does not at this time seek any certain amount of damages 

for any of these particular elements of damage but would instead rely upon the collective wisdom 

of the jury to determine an amount that would fairly compensate Plaintiff and hold Defendant 

accountable for her conduct. However, in order to comply with the pleading requirements of TEX. 

R. CIV. P. 47(C)(5), Plaintiff pleads that he seeks monetary relief over $20,000,000. Plaintiff also 

seeks judgment for all other relief to which Plaintiff is entitled. 

IV. FACTS 

4.01 Defendant Chase and John Fleming owned and resided in a home located at 2910 21st St. 

in Lubbock, Texas.  Razvan and Rodica Gelca lived next door to Defendant Chase and John 

Fleming’s home. Chase/Fleming were hoarders and self-proclaimed inventors.  The 

Chase/Fleming residence was littered with rubbage.  On the evening of March 27, 2018, the 

Chase/Fleming residence caught fire.   

4.02 Rodica and Razvan were in their living room when they saw bright flashes coming from 

the Chase/Fleming home.  They went outside to see what was happening and realized that the 

Defendant’s residence was on fire.  They tried getting a water hose to slow the fire.  Suddenly and 

without warning, a large explosion erupted at the Chase/Fleming residence causing a very large 
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gas cylinder and debris to fly out into the Gelca yard.  Explosive debris struck Razvan on the hand 

causing serious injuries.  After the shock of the explosion Razvan found his wife alive, but severely 

injured from the flying gas cylinder.  Rodica Gelca died due to her injuries. 

4.03 After the fire, multiple large gas cylinders littered the Chase yard.  

V. NEGLIGENCE 

5.01 Defendant Chase and John Fleming are guilty of negligence in many respects including but 

not limited to the following: 

a. Hoarding rubbage around their residence in a manner to present a fire and 
safety hazard; 

 
b. Storing hazardous materials at their residence; 

 
b. Storing hazardous materials in a residential neighborhood; 

  
c. Failing to take reasonable precautions when dealing with hazardous 

materials; 
 

  d. Improperly handling hazardous materials; 

e. Failing to warn others in the residential area of the presence of the 
hazardous materials at their residence;  

 
  g. Causing the fire; and 

  h. Causing the explosion; 

5.02 Each of the foregoing acts or omissions of Defendant Chase and John Fleming, singularly 

or in combination with others, constituted negligence which was a proximate cause of the above-

referenced occurrence and Plaintiff’s injuries and damages. 

VI. DAMAGES 

6.01 The allegations of the preceding and succeeding paragraphs are incorporated herein by 

reference for all purposes. 
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Wrongful Death Claims 

6.02 Plaintiff, Razvan Gelca, has suffered a severe loss associated with the death of his wife, 

Rodica Gelca, and the resulting destruction of the husband-wife relationship, including the loss of 

the positive benefits flowing from the love, comfort, companionship, and society from Rodica, 

Deceased. 

6.03 As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s conduct, Plaintiff has suffered damages for 

the wrongful death of his wife as follows: 

 a. Pecuniary loss sustained in the past and which will reasonably be sustained in the  
  future; 
 
 b. Loss of companionship and society sustained in the past and which will  
  reasonably be sustained in the future;  
 
 c. Mental anguish sustained in the past and which will reasonably be sustained in the  
  future;  
 
 d. Loss of consortium; and 
 
 e. Loss of care & support. 
 
 Survival Damages 
 
6.04 Plaintiff Razvan Gelca as the representative of the Estate of Rodica Gelca brings this action 

pursuant to Section 71.021 of the Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code, commonly referred to 

as the “Survival Statute.”  Plaintiff would show that Rodica was not killed instantly in the incident 

in question.  The following damages survived to her estate, for which Plaintiff sues: 

 a. Physical pain and mental anguish; and 

 b. Funeral and burial expenses. 

Personal Injury Damages  

6.05 As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s negligence, Plaintiff suffered damages for 

his personal injuries and, as provided by Texas law, is entitled to recover for those damages.  
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Plaintiff suffered personal injury damages as follows: 

 a. Physical pain sustained in the past; 
 

 b. Physical pain that, in reasonable probability, Plaintiff will sustain in the future; 
 

 c. Mental anguish sustained in the past; 
 

 d. Mental anguish that, in reasonable probability, Plaintiff will sustain in the future; 
 

 e. Physical impairment sustained in the past; 
 

 f.  Physical impairment that, in reasonable probability, Plaintiff will sustain in the                         
     future; 

 
 g. Loss of wage earning capacity in the past; 
 

 h.  Loss of wage earning capacity that, in reasonable probability, Plaintiff will sustain 
  in the future; 
 

i. Medical care expenses sustained in the past; 
  
 j. Medical care expenses that, in reasonable probability, Plaintiff will sustain in the                 
     future; 
 
 k. Disfigurement sustained in the past; and 
 

l. Disfigurement that, in reasonable probability, Plaintiff will sustain in the future. 
 

VII. PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

7.01 WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiff respectfully requests the following: 

a. Compensatory damages as set forth above; 

b. Pre-judgment and post-judgment interest as allowed by law; 

c. Costs of court; and 

d. Such other relief to which Plaintiff may show himself justly entitled. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 

       GLASHEEN, VALLES, & INDERMAN, LLP 
       1302 Texas Avenue (79401) 
       P.O. Box 1976 
       Lubbock, Texas 79408 
       Tel: (806) 776-1331 
       Fax: (806) 329-0594 
       Email: efile.inderman@gvilaw.com 

Email: efile.pedro.leyva@gvilaw.com 
 

 
         /S/ Chad Inderman_____________________ 
       Chad Inderman 
       State Bar No. 24046133 
       Pedro Leyva 
       State Bar No. 24100681    
       ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF 

 
 
 
 

JURY DEMAND 
 

Plaintiff hereby respectfully demands a trial by jury in this cause and herewith pays the 
required fee. 
 

  _/S/ Chad Inderman_________________ 
Chad Inderman 

 
 
 
 

mailto:efile.inderman@gvilaw.com
mailto:efile.pedro.leyva@gvilaw.com

	V. NEGLIGENCE
	c. Mental anguish sustained in the past;
	d. Mental anguish that, in reasonable probability, Plaintiff will sustain in the future;
	e. Physical impairment sustained in the past;
	f.  Physical impairment that, in reasonable probability, Plaintiff will sustain in the                              future;
	g. Loss of wage earning capacity in the past;
	h.  Loss of wage earning capacity that, in reasonable probability, Plaintiff will sustain
	in the future;
	i. Medical care expenses sustained in the past;
	j. Medical care expenses that, in reasonable probability, Plaintiff will sustain in the                      future;
	k. Disfigurement sustained in the past; and
	l. Disfigurement that, in reasonable probability, Plaintiff will sustain in the future.

